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To the Honoured 


The Lady A SHURST, 


Conſort of 
Sir HENRY ASHURST, Bar. 


Of Waterſtoke, Oxfordſhire. 


MaDamM, 
a. 735285 & O have even doubted your Ladyſhip's 
Acceptance of a Diſcourſe, that takes 
upon it, in the Title, to recommend 

an Inſtance of Religious Duty towards 
the King, would have been an Offence 

= againſt my own juſt Opinion of your 


Q 


great Goodneſs, I can therefore the more eaſily hope 
your Pardon, that J have thus preſum'd to addreſs 
theſe Papers to your Hands without your Knowledge, 
vhere 1 am fare the Subject will pleaſe you, how much 

A 2 loever 


DEDICATION. _ 
ſoever the Diſcourſe may fall below your Expectations, 
or my own Deſires. But your Ladyſhip will conſider 
the Plainneſs of my Audience, and that it could not 
be my Deſign in that Place to expreſs my Eloquence, 
if I have any, but my Sincerity. And this indeed [ 

have done in the Preſence of God and of my poor Peo- 


ple. And I heartily wiſh that every Pariſh-Miniſter 


would do the ſame: It would be of a great and gene- 
ral good Influence throughout the Kingdom. For the 
Pillar of Government never ſtands more firm and ſe- 


cure, than when it ſpreads wideſt at the Bottom; 


when the Principles of Obedience and Loyalty are 
well laid, and wrought into the Sentiments and Affecti- 

ons of the common People. 
In preaching and publiſhing this Diſcourſe, I may 
perhaps be look'd upon by ſome, as the Firſt of all 
2 Sam; 19. Ihe bouſe of Joſeph, that am thus come down to meet 
* my Lord the King. But your Ladyſhip, to whom! 
have the Honour to be ſo well known, is ſenſible, 
that I never was of a rebellions Tribe, and that I ne- 
ver deſery'd, or accepted a Denomination or Diſtin- 
ction from the Family or Name of Jacob. He that plead- 
ed thoſe Words, Ihinted at, in his own Excuſe, very 
well knew what he had done, and was guilty to him- 
ſelf, that he had walk'd upon too high Ground be- 
Sm. 16 fore, and flung Duſt and Curſes at the Lord's anomt- 
'3 ed; which, if the Wind was favourable to David, 
were blown back upon himſelf, as, if we may believe 


the Man, his own Conſcience afterwards recoil'd up- 
[Thom on 


DEDICATION. 
on him. And may that be the Fate of all thoſe 
that ſhall dare preſume to curſe my Lord the King, . Sn. 1s. 
the Lord's anointed, not only by the way ſide as Hhi- 2 5m. 1 
me: did, but even in their Bed-chamber, a Place zi... 0 
more proper for their Prayers and Devotions for his 0. 
Happineſs and Proſperity. Towards whoſe Royal Per- 
| ſon, and moſt deſireable Family, *tis my Opinion, no 
good Affection can be too forward, nor any juſt 
Zeal too high, or too expreſſive. For on whom is all 
- Wl the deſire of Iſrael? Is it not on his ſacred Majeſty, s:m. gi 
and his royal houſe? To whom beſides ſhall we flee for id 10. ,, 
belp, and where ſhall we leave our Glory? | 
Theſe, Madam, have been always my Sentiments, 
vith regard to the preſent Royal Family ; and theſe 
y have Bmetimes ventur'd to declare in publick, both 
tom the Pulpit and the Preſs. And have by that 
e Means, now and then, fallen under the Cenſures of ſome 
| | Wot my Taller Brethren, who themſelves once were, or 
lc, ¶ vould be thought to be, of the fame Size of Princi- 
e- Wples with my own, and that, I think, was high e- 
n- Woough ; but now they are grown far beyond me, quite 
d- ¶ out of my Reach and Knowledge, and much to my 
ry MAdmiration. | 
m. For, indeed, my Lady, *tis too bad, and too open 
be- o be diſſembled, that ſome of thoſe Perſons, who 
n. call themſelves, and would be thought by others, 
1, Flour Higheſt Churchmen, are ſo far gone beyond 
eve their former Profeſſions, and ſo entirely chang'd 
up- Ia their Principles, that no Man of Honour or 
Con- 
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Confeidhce is able to foltow them. And hilft 
he ſtands where he did, as 1 do sow, and wont 
comply with them, they turn back upon him and 
give him an ugly Name for it. Theſe ate the Gen- 
tlemen of an obedient Conſcience; that cat play faſt 
and looſe with the moſt ſerious and ſacred Obligati- 
ons; that can themſebves go and take Oaths lightly, 
and then come back and laugh at others that take 
the ſame ſincerely; and who ſeem to have choſen in 
eatneſt, what they would be thought to alledge in 
Raillety; a * ſportful Poet only for their Caſuiſt, and 
an idle humorous Fahey fot their Rule of Con- 
ſcience. Theſe are the Men, that bring a Re- 
proach upon Religion in general, and a Scandal 
oh their own good Brethten of the Church 
of England in particular. But let an honeſt Man date 
to be honeſt before them; let him exempt his Per- 
ſon from their Namber, and affett his Integri- 
ty againſt their Practice; let him come out and 
ſeparate himſelf from atavhgt them, leſt he be Pat- 
taker of their Guilt; and that tho' he is ſure to leave 
them all the while murmuring, railing, and quar- 
relling behind, and againſt himſelf. For what great- 
er Guilt can there be? what more unnataral Crime 
of Undutifulueſs againſt eur moſt Holy and Vent 
rable Mother the Church of England, in this het 


loyal Sufferibgs in former Times, than thus to tra- 
duce 


* Hudibras ſpeaking of Oaths, 


noc 7, 9. mature Age, (though not of gray bairs upon her, nul 
ſome would willingly perſwade us) and after all her 
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and huriſul unto Kings? to a gracious Family of Prin- 
t ces, more eſpecially, that are come into her Baſom 
on purpoſe to cheriſh and protect her, For this is 
what theſe Men would fain inſinuate by their own 
tile Hypocriſy and Practice, that the Doctrine and 
-rineiples of our Church are not fo favourable to the 
„ preſent Eſtabliſhment, And what do hey do by this? 
e but endeavour to make an ixreligious and unnatutal 
n Divorce, by putting theſe things aſunder, which God's 
in Word and bis moſt gracious Providence, and the 
d beſt Wiſdom of Men of gut whole Kingdom, to our 
th 


my Comfort and Heppigels, have joined tage- 


Pardon me, Madam, if 1 have detained your La- 
(ſhip upon any thing, that might io che leaſt grate 
won that gxgeeding Swygetneſs, Modeſty and Tender- 
nels of Temper, which I know to be in you, whillt 
lam finding fault with others. I am ſary there was 
b much Occaſion to divert me fo long from that 
wich was one great part of my Deſign in appearing 

thus before you, to zender you a publit Acknowledg- 
nent of thoſe great and real — I have re- 
Neiv'd in private, both from your ſelf and moſt wor- 
hy Family. Such laſtanges H a generous, unre- 
ain d Kindneſs and Civility towards me and my 

ouſe, and that for a Courſe of many Years, that 1 
mult profeſs I have not met with any where elſe! 


ind I capnag hut eſteem it as a ſingular Felicity, that 
Heike: * | 1 


be- 


het 
2 Ag 
her 
tra- 
duce 


duce her Honour at laſt, to æepreſent her as rebellibus kn gn 


"DEDICATION. © 
Ilive in the Neighbourhood of Sir Harry Aſburſt, a Gen- 
_ tleman of thoſe Good Abilities and Accompliſhments, 
which Iknowin him, and love; and withal of that great 
Candour and Condeſcenſion which I moſt admire; and 
of ſo peculiar an Excellency of Temper, that through a 
long, frequent, and free Converſation with him for a- 
bove the ſpace of fourteen Years paſt, I never heard 
him once reflect upon or cenſure any Perſon whath- 
ever. The greater their Fault, and the higher their 
Injuſtice, that ſhall at any time treat his Character 
after a different manner. Whoſe Society is both im- 
proving and delightful, innocent and uſeful. For be 
33 what is Truth, and how to ſpeak it; nor does 
he dwell upon Trifles, nor ſwim upon the ſlight Sur- 
face and Semblance of things; but he has made, i 
I am Judge, good Reſearches into real and ſubſtan 
tial Knowledge: And at once knows how to con 
verſe, both as a Gentleman, and a Scholar. I am 
Madam, with great Reſpect and Gratitude, 


Your Ladyſhip's moſt 0Lliged, | 


Faithful, and Humble Servant, 


William Tiull! 


EZRA WI 


That they may offer Sacrifices of ſweet Favours unto 
abe God of Heaven, and pray for the Life of the 
King, and of his Sons, © W 


and are part of a Decree and Order made by him 

in Favour of the true Religion; and therefore may 

very well command and deſerve our Attention,on the 
count both of the Dignity of the Perſon, and the Ex- 
cellency of the Subject. The great Author of them was 
Darius, King of Perſia, and 'twas the Religion of the Fews 
bout which he appears ſo zealouſly and heartily concern'd, 
both here in the Words of my Text, and in the former 
Parts of this Chapter. How this King came by the Go- 
ernment of that People, and the Direction of their Affairs, 
we may collect from the Book of Daniel, who tells us, 


T HESE Words were deliver'd by a great King, 


hat Darius the Median, one of this King's Name, and firſt p.. 31. 


Predeceſſors, too the Kingdom of Babylon by Conqueſt 
from Belſhazzar. W hoſe Taker: or Grand-father, Ne- 
luchadne z gar, had before made a Conqueſt upon the Kings 
of Judah: So that this King Darius, Succeſſor to the firit 
of that Name, not immediately, but after ſeveral Deſcents, 
had his Right and Government over the Fews devolved 
upon him from his Predeceſſors, who were ſtyled the Kings 
of Per ſia; the Name of the Babylonih Empire being now 
quite extin and loſt, according to the Predictions of Al- 
nighty God, by his Holy Prophets. What the original 

W | Right 
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Right and Reaſon of thoſe Conqueſts over the Zews might 
be, and whether juſtifiable or no, by the Laws of Arms and 
Nations, it may perhaps, at this Diſtance of Time, be im- 
poſſible for us to determine, and therefore cannot be ne- 


ceſſary to be inquired into, Tis enough to know, that 
God's Juſtice and Wiſdom, to ſerve the great Ends of his | 


own Providence, had deliver'd up the Zew:/þ Nation un- 
der the Power of theſe Princes; and that at the ſame Time 


this Decree was made in Kindneſs to them, they had for | 


many Years acquieſced under the State of their Captivity, 
till the Time of their Deliverance, ſpoken of by their own 
Prophets, ſhould arrive. And in the mean while, the full 
diſpoſal of that People, and their Affairs, reſted in the Hands 
of Princes, and that for ſeveral Succeſſions, who differ'd 
from them both as to the Object and Manner of their re- 
ligious Worſhip: So that the Regard and Kindneſs, that ſe- 
veral of thoſe Princes expreſs'd towards the Religion of 
the Jews, is the more Providential and remarkable for that 
Reaſon. Rl 6: 

In this Chapter we have an Account of two Decrees paſs'd 
to their Advantage; a former by Cyrus, and now this again 
by King Darius. The former is both recited and eftabliſh'd 
by the latter, with a great deal of Privilege added to it. 
In the Verſes before my Text, we are inform'd of the ſe- 
veral Matters and Particulars of thoſe Decrees, which ! 
need not here rehearſe ; but ſhall have occaſion to touch on 
them in fome Parts of the following Diſcourſe; and the 
Verſe of my Text repreſents to us the hearty Concern and 
Zeal this good King had for the Succeſs of the Fews, and 
their religious W orſhip, and the Advantages and Benefits he 
himſelf expected from it: Thas they may offer Sacrifices of 
ſweet Savours to the God of Heaven, and pray for the Life 
of the King, and of his Sons. In proceeding on theſe Words, 
conſidering the Quality of the Perſon that deliver'd them, | 
ſhall obſerve theſe three Things, as the Subject of my fol. 
towing Diſcourſe. 


Firſt, | 


paſ 
Oc 


| 


1 
Rel 


| the People's Prayers for Him. 


Firſt, That 'tis the great Character and Excellence of 
a good King, that he promote and advance the true 
Worſhip of God, and the Intereſts of Religion; That 
may offer Sacrifices, &c, This was King Darius his 
Care, as appears by his Order. 


Secondly, In what particular Inſtances the Piety of good 
Princes does uſually expreſs it ſelf, and has done fa; 
and this Point I ſhall ſpeak to with a peculiar Reference 
to what may be obſerv'd in the Chapter of my Text. 


Thirdly, That a good and religious Prince juſtly demands, 
and there lies the higheſt Obligation on the Miniſters 
and People of God, that they ſhould earneſtly apply 
themſelves to Heaven, for his Profperity, and the Con- 
tinuance of his Family, and Government over them; 
f _ they ſhould pray for the Life of the King, and of 

1s Sons. 


Theſe Particulars will, I think, take in the whole Com- 
d — of my Text, and are not unſuitable to the late great 
it. 0ccafion. 


1 1 1 fall then, in the Firſi Place, obſerve, that 'tis the great 
on Character and Excellence of a good King, that he take 


the Care to promote and advance the true Worſhip of God 
a and Intereſts of Religion, 
iN 


he This was the great End of King Dariut his Decree and 
0 Religious Preparations in the former Parts of this Chapter, 
ie That they might offer Sacrifices of ſweet Savours to the God 
rd of Heaven. And tis for this End and Purpoſe that a Kin 
n, |reſembles God in his Power, and acts under him by a ſacr 
fol Authority deriv'd from him, which is the Prince's Character. 
„and if he takes Care to anſwer it, it is his Perfection and 
ir ſt, | B 2 Ex- 


4 Dye Religions King, and 


Excellence, that he does ſo; becauſe it is the Perfection 
of every Thing to attain its proper End. And that this 
was the main End and Deſign of the Divine Authority de. 
legated to Princes, as God's Vicegerents upon Earth, will 
8 from the following Reaſons. | 8 
. Becauſe the Government of this World is principally 
and ultimately in order to a future State; and therefore the 
Rulers and Adminiſtrators of it are to act always with a 
main Regard, and in Subſervience to this End ; which is no 
otherwiſe to be done, than by promoting and encouraging 
the Obſervance of God's Laws, and the Rules of Piety, 
That this is the firſt Deſign of Government is plain from 
hence, for that the beſt End, Effect, and Iſſue of Government 
| 1Tim.2,2.1s declar'd to be this, that we may lead a quiet and pr 
able Life in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. Quietneſs and Peace, 
we here ſee, are the firſt and immediate Effect of Govern- 
ment, and of our Submiſſion to it; but there is yet a fur. 
ther and more noble End propos'd, to which Peace and 
Quiet do themſelves refer, and are directed, which is the 
Practice of Religion and Virtue with more Advantage. 
If a Temporal Peace and Proſperity were the chief and lf 
End and Intention of human Government, it would be ſo 
likewiſe in God's Government of the World ; becauſe God 
and the King govern by the ſame Authority, and with the 
ſame Deſign; the Difference only this, that God rules by 
his own immediate Power, the King by a Derivation of Au- 
thority and Power from him. But now that the Divine Go- 
vernment of the World is chiefly with regard to a future 
State, is clear from hence, that the Iſſues and Diſpenſations 
of God's Government, in his Rewards and Puniſhments to 
publick Bodies and Communities of Men, as well as to pri- 
vate Perſons, are for the ſame Reaſons of Virtue and Vice 
of Sin and Righteouſneſs, for which God will reward and 
puniſh in another World. So that ſince the Deſign of God's 
Government in this World directs Men plainly to another; 


the Prince's ought to do ſo too, if he will anſwer either his 
OWN 


the Penple's Prayers for Him. 

own Duty to God, or God's great Deſign of Good to Men, 
for which every Prince and Potentate is accountable to God 
e. himſelf, the King of * Wo 
ill WY II. "Tis the Prince's Character and Excellence to bring 

Honour to God and his Laws, becauſe therein he moſt near- 
ly WI |y reſembles and imitates God in his own Government of 
he W the World; and there can be no other Deſign, whether of 
\ 2 Power, Riches, Honour, or the like, that is ſo worthy of 
no W the Great and Royal Name. For this is what God himſelf 
no I ums at in his Adminiſtration of the World, to diſplay thoſe 
ty, N bis own great Perfections of Righteouſneſs, Holineſs, and 
'm MW Goodneſs, and to invite both Princes and People to the Imi- 
nt nation of them. For thus ſaith the Lord, Let not the wiſe 
cel Wl Man glory in his Wiſdom, neither let the mighty Man glory 
ce, MW i» his Might, let not the rich Man glory in his Riches : 
rn. Hut let him that glorieth, glory in this, that he under ſlandeth 
ur- nd knoweth me, that 1 am the Lord which exerciſe Loving- 
nd bindue ſe, Fudgment, and Righteouſneſs in the Earth; for in 
the the ſe things I delight, ſaith the Lord, Jerem. 9. 23. So that 
neither Power, nor Riches, nor Policy, we ſee, are Aims 
ind Deſigns great enough for the Glory of a King; but this 
b ſo, to know God Almighty, and to reſemble him in his 
Government, by doing the trueſt Good to Men. 

For this Reaſon, God, the Fountain of Honour, encircles 
the Heads of Princes with ſo much Brightneſs and Ma- 


Loyns with the Girdle of Strength and Power, on purpoſe 
to carry on his own Cauſe of Piety and Holineſs in the 
World. A Deſign this, far above all the little, low, mean 
Intereſts of the preſent Life; for ſuch indeed are they all in 
i- Compariſon of the weight of Glory in the future State. 
Twas for this noble End and Reaſon, that God ſpreads the 
Authority of his Power, and ſheds the Luſtre of his Glory 
on Kings and Princes, his own moſt ſacred Repreſentatives 
zer; on Earth, that, as they are like him in Power and Ability 
r bis; to do Good, ſo they may bring themſelves, and others — 
DOWN er 


elty, with ſuch Beams of his own Divinity, and girds their Job r2. 18. | 


The Religions King, and 


der their Direction, to a nearer and more noble Imitation 
of thoſe Perfections, wherein he himſelf chiefly delights, 
his Holineſs and Goodneſs; that both they and their People 
may at laſt be Partakers of his Happineſs and Glory. For 
the Glories of Heaven are indeed the ſupreme and ultimate 
End of all the divine Diipenſations upon Earth, whether 
_ or perſonal; and conſequently ought to be the great 
elign and Aim of all human Government, one. of the 
chiefeſt of them; and which is intended principally for the 
Good of Mens Souls hereafter, and not only for their Ad- 
vantage and Security in the preſent State. But then again, 
III. The Care and Advancement of Religion, in Kings 
and Governors, is the main, and indeed only Security and 
Foundation of Succeſs to all other Means and Ends of 
Government, and therefore ought principally and above al 
the reſt to be regarded. If a Ruler ſhall aim at his own 
Increaſe of true Honour and Greatneſs, or the temporal 
Happineſs and Proſperity of his People; there 1s no Way 
ſo effectual either to procure theſe Thin or to provide 


for their Continuance, as by a publick and general Honour 


x Sam, 12. 


. 


— to God Almighty, and the holy Laws of his Religion. 
or Almighty God has the Fates of Kings and Princes, of 
Kingdoms and Nations, in his own Hands, and diſpoſes of 
their Succeſs and Fortune, with a particular Eye of Regard 
had to their Demeanor towards himſelf. And therefore 'tis 
a vain thing to imagine, there can be an happy Prince or 


People, when God's Worſhip is neglected, or his Name dil- 


honour'd. "Twas a cloſe and ſevere Denunciation of the 
Prophet Samuel on the Jewiſb People, at his firſt Appoint- 
ment of the regal Government; It ye ſhall do wickedly, yt 
hall be deſtroyed, both ye and your King: and we ſee how 
*twas verified in the Event in many Inſtances. And again, 
'twas the Piety of David, and of Solomon in the former 
Years of his Reign, of Aſa, Jehoſpaphat, Hezekiah, and 
Joſtab, that turn'd the Eye of God's Favour towards them, 


and fill'd them with his Bleſſing from Heaven. W hilſt — 
| | goo 
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of Piety and Religion, and whilſt they ſpread and commu- 
nicated the facred and ſalutary Influence of it upon their 
People, whilſt they practis'd Piety themfelves, and eſtabliſh'd 
the Rules and Orders for it in their Kingdoms, and rectified 
the Diſorders and Prophaneneſs of former Times, ſo long 


their own, and their People's Happineſs. But when even 
theſe, the beſt of all the Princes of that People, ſunk and de- 
cined in their Zeal and Piety at any time, their Welfare 
and Proſperity ſunk till in the ſame proportion, till by re- 
covering themſelves again they recover'd That: And then 
the Regard and Bleſſings of Heaven follow'd, and attended 
them again thro' all their pious, virtuous, or innocent De- 
fgns and Enterprizes. By the ſame degrees they held the 
divine Love and Favour, in the fame they maintained their 
own Peace and Welfare. | j 

This their own Great Prophet had likewiſe inform'd them 
of before, at his firſt Inſtitution of a King amongſt them. 


Now therefore, ſays he, behold the King whom ye have cho- 1 Sam. ia, 
ſm, and whom ye have deſired, and behold the Lord hath 3. 
ſet a King over you. IF ye will fear the Lord and ſerve 


lim, and obey his Voice, and not rebel againſt the Command- 
ments of the Lord; then ſhall both you and the King that 
rigneth over you continue following the Lord; that is, they 
hould be as happy as their Piety and Obedience could make 
em; but in ous of Diſobedience we have already heard 
what was to follow— nothing but Evil and Miſchiet ſhould 
on < I and Ruin and Deſtruction overtake them in 

We have a ſad and lamentable inſtance of this Decline of 
Happineſs in King Solomon, one that was born under God's 
favour and tender Embraces, truſted in his Choice with the 


[ſues of infinite Power; Arlt, ſays God, what I ſhall give! Kings 
tler; encompaſſed with the Bleſſings of Heaven and Earth, 


ad flouriſhing under the largeſt Proſperity and a 
that 


7 
d Princes had their own Hearts warm'd with the Love 


they ſtood firm in God's Protection, and in the Poſſeſſion of 


De Religious King, and 
that no King before or after him was ever like him: And 
now what was the Event of all? why, by a Revolt from 
God and his Duty all was marr'd, he himſelf fung from the 
Favour of Heaven, ſunk afterwards in diſgrace, and had 
ten parts in twelve of his mighty Kingdom rent from his Fa- 
mily for ever after. Enough to teach the greateſt Kings 
and Princes, that when they leave God, they forſake their 
own Mercies, their own trueſt Glory and Happineſs, and 
that 'tis He alone that gives, and is able to ſupport it. 

And as God dealt with the Jews, ſo will he deal with 
other Nations and their Kings; 'tis moſt agreeable to his 
Nature and Juſtice that he ſhould do ſo, and he has threat 
ned that he will do ſo: And from hence the Conſequenceſ ; 
I intended is plain, that 'tis Religion in Governors tha 
makes all other parts of their Office and Condition proſper 
their Reſolutions and Proceedings; and that it thereforq ; 
juſtly claims the firſt place in their Hearts and Practice. 


I paſs now to conſider, Secondly, in what particular Inſtance 
the Piety and Religion of good Princes does uſually expre 
it ſelf, and has done ſo. And here we may take notice fron 
this Decree of Darius, and that of Cyrus before him, th 
there are three great Points they inſiſt on, as of the mo 
extenſive Influence, and moſt comprehenſive of the Interell 
of _— the Building, Ornaments, and Furniture forth 
Holy Temple of God; a due Proviſion for the Suppor 
and Maintenance of his Miniſters, that ſerve more immed 
ately in his Preſence; and a careful Direction and Ord: 
for the publick pry. © For thus we read ver. 3, 4, 
of this Chapter of my Text. In the firſt Tear of Cyrus t. 
King, he made a Decree concerning the Houſe of God at ji 
ruſalem. Let the Houſe be builded, and the place whe 
they offered Sacrifices, and let the Foundations thererf 
ſtrongly laid; the height thereof threeſtore Cubits, and i 
breadth thereof threeſcore Cubits, with three Rows of grit; 
Stones, and a Row of new Timber, and let the Expences 


giv 


the People's Prayers for Him. 
nd ven out of the King's Houſe. And let the golden and ſilver 
ml Veſels of the Hou? of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took © 
de forth of the Temple at Jeruſalem, be reſtor d. In the Verſes 
al immediately after we find King Darius confirmin 
Fa- this Decree, and enlarging it by another of his own. 
ng: mate 4 Decree, ſays he, what ye ſhall do to the Elders of 
er theſe Jeu for the building of this Houſe of God; that of the 
and King's Goods, even of the Tribute beyond the River, forth- 

with Expences be given to theſe men, that they be not hin- 
vita rd. And that which they have need of, both young Bul- 
his Locks and Rams and Lambs for the Burnt-offerings of the 
eat. God of Heaven: Wheat, Salt, Wine and Oyl according to 
nll the Appointment of the Prieſts that are at Feruſalem. And 
tha then follow the words of my Text, which contain an Order 
5 for the publick Service, That they may offer Sacrifices of 
1019 weet Savour to the God of Heaven, &c. So that the Reſult 
of both theſe good Kings Decrees amounts to this, that there 
be due Preparation made for the Holy Places of God's Wor- 
ſhip; that his Servants, the Miniſters of Religion, be ſupply'd 
with what is neceſſary for their Office and their own Support, 
once that aroſe from the Portions of the Sacrifices allotted 
o them by God himſelf ; and that there be due Orders gi- 
ren for the publick Service of Religion, and Performance 
Wof Holy Offices. To each of theſe diſtinctly I ſhall ſay ſome- 
thing, and ſhall conſider, 

In the firſt place, That 'tis the Care of a Good and Re- 
igious Prince that there are Places ſufficient prepar'd for 
Ine Worſhip of God and his Service; that this is a Work 
truly worthy of the Royal Bounty, and highly acceptable 
Mo the God of Heaven. "Tis remark'd as an Inſtance of e- 
pecial Zeal in good King David, and as a Token of his pe- 
uliar Love to God himſelf, that his generous Piety refus'd 
more ſtately and more coſtly Accommodation for himſelf 
Wan Religion and God's Service were at that time attended 
vithal. Behold, ſays he, dwell in a Houſe of Cedars, but 
be Ark of God dwelleth _ Curtains, And how _— 

y 


The Religious Ring, and 
ly God Almighty took ſuch a Refentment at his Hands, we 
N may learn from his Son Colomon's Account of it: And the 
Lord ſaid unto David my Father, Whereas it was in thine 
Heart to build a Houſe unto my Name, thou didſt well that 
it was in thine Heart, And we may underſtand this more 
fully and expreſly yet, from the moſt gracious Meſſage re- 
turn'd to David from God himſelf by his Prophet Nathan: 
Wherein God ſeems to expreſs a Favour for his Servant 
| 2 Sam. . David almoſt to a degree of Fondneſs, and promiſes to ui 
him an Houſe, and to eſtabliſh his Throne for ever; with a 
particular Regard to this his pious Deſign of building a Tem- 
ple to his Name. 

And when Solomon had built this Houſe in all its Glory, 
| how does God teſtify his own moſt ready Acceptance of it, 
|, Kings by taking immediate Poſſeſſion, and filling it with His gh- 
8. 1. Tious Preſence, and proteſting that upon condition of his 
. People's Obedience, his Eyes and his Heart ſhould be there 
| 9. 3. Perpetually. And we may obſerve this of the reſt of their 
[+ 
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good Kings that followed after, that their firſt and earlieſt 
are in their Preparations for God's Worſhip, after the 
Temple had been polluted and impair'd by the Prophaneneſs of 
their Predeceſſors, was to reſtore it as near as they could to 
its primitive Perfection and Purity. And this appears moſt 
remarkable in thoſe excellent Princes Hezekiah and Joſial, 
who are mention'd with high Honour by God himſelf for 
doing ſo. | | 
It muſt be here own'd indeed that the Caſe of the Jewi/ 
and the Chriſtian Church is very different as to Places of 
religious Worſhip ; becauſe there could be no ſuch thing 
as Sacrifice or publick Offering amongſt the Fews, without f 
a Tabernacle or Temple, which could be but one, and there- . 
fore the building a Temple for that Nation was in effect ſet. 1 
ting up and providing for the whole State and Exerciſe of 
their Religion. But now in Chriſtian Countries there are . 
many Houſes of God in the Land; and God is worſhipped 1 


in every place, and in every Place Incenſe is offered — hi 
ame, 
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Name, and a pure Offering, as he hithſelf long ago foretold 
it ſhould be by the Mouth of his Prophet Malachi 
therefore there is not that immediate Neceſſity for ſuch a 
Work of Piety, as there was amongſt God's ancient People, 
ſome Perſons on that account may be apt to look upon theſe 
cred Buildings with a colder Eye, and think they are of 
leſs Acceptance with -God, or Benefit to Men. But theſe 
Men wou'd do well to confider, that the great Piety of our 
late Princes has thought otherwiſe, and where they have 
fixed and determined their Royal Bounty to this Purpoſe, there 
was not only a high Convenience but an abſolute Neceſſity 
of their doing ſo, for the good of Mens Souls, and the Ad- 
vantage of their religious Service: And that for want of this 
Plenteonſneſs of God's Houſe, and the Benefit of his holy Or- 
dinances, many Souls of Perſons, in our moſt populous Ci- 
ty eſpecially, have been almoſt reduced to a ſpiritual Fa- 
mine, and left under the higheſt Diſcouragements of atten- 
ling the Houſe of God, where there was not room to re- 
ceive them; and ſo at laſt have quite languiſh'd away under 
total Neglect of, or a perfect Indifference towards, all Re- 
gion. So that nothing can have a more general Influence 
for the encouraging and promoting the Exerciſe of Piety, 
than the providing holy Places for God's Worſhip : Nothing 
more worthy a good Prince's Care, or that will recom- 
— him more to the Favour of God, or the Eſteem of 
en. | 

How ſenſible his late Gracious Majeſty was of this, we 
may plainly perceive, by the great Encouragement he gave 
to theſe good Works, by laying himſelf, and providing for, 
the Foundation of ſome of our nobleſt Churches, out of 

lis own Royal Munificence. | 
The /econd great Inſtance of a good Prince's Favour and 
kind Inclinations to Religion, and the Worſhip of God, 
the Care that he expreſſes for the Support of God's Ser- 
Yants, that wait in his Courts, - more 1mmediately attend 
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in favour of Religion, is this, that he commanded the People 


ple. They that know and conſider the State of the Zngl;jþ 


The Religious Ming, and 
the Miniſteries of Religion, and who have otherwiſe general! 
no Lot in Mas This was good King David's and his Son 
Solomon's Care in their Diſtribution of the Prieſts into their 
ſeveral Orders, and providing that the Sacrifices and Oblati- 
ons were brought in by the People for the Service of the 
Temple, and for the Support of the Prieſthood according 
to the Law. And when King Hezek:ah reſtor'd Religion 


from the Idolatry and prophane Neglects of his Father 
Ahaz, one of the firſt Directions that we find him giving 


that dwelt in Feruſalem to give the Portion of the Prieſts 
and Levites, that they might be encouraged in the Law of the 
Lord; that is, as * Dr. CIOS fully expreſles it, that they 
might be heartned to ſtudy, to teach, and to perform the 
Duties requir'd of them by the Divine Law. | 

I am not inſenſible that I am engag'd upon a very invidi- 
ous Subject, in ſpeaking for a Supply for the Miniſters of Re. 


ligion. We are by Many thought to have too much alrea- i 


dy, and that this is one eſpecial Art of Prieſtcraft, to get 
what we can into our Hands, to make ſtill further Encroach- 
ments on the State, and to make our ſelves {till more fat 
with the chiefe/t of all the Offerings of Iſracl, God's Pec. 


Clergy for theſe two hundred Years paſt, will not ſay this 
of us. Tis an Objection made only by malicious and en- 
vious Spirits, by prophane Perſons and Scoffers at Religion, 
who would be glad to ſee the Intereſt of Religion it ſelf 
ſuffer through the Meanneſs and Contempt of its Profeſ-Wi 
ſors. 
For ſurely if Religjon it ſelf, and the due Attendance on 
it be of any Value for the Service of God, or the Good of 
Men, why ſhould not its Profeſſors and Miniſters be accom-· Mine 
modated with ſome worldly Advantages, as well as others 
that perhaps may not deſerve them better? Are not 
the Miniſters of God Men as well as others? And why 


muſt 
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1 The Religions King, and NN 
ed the Prieſts to take up the Ark and ſet it down, and th 
like in other Miniſtries And Chriſtian Princes, who ar; 
the 2ur/ing Parents of God's Church, have the ſame Auf 
thority committed to them, to ſee that all Things are don 
aright, according to the Preſcription of the Goipel, and the 
Laws of our Holy Religion: And therein lies another chie 
Part and Office of the Regal Piety. 


1 come now to the Third and laſt Part of my Subject, . 
conſider, That a good and religious Prince may juſt 
demand and expect, and that there lies the higheſt O- 
ligation on the Miniſters and People of God, to app 
themſelves in earneſt Prayers to God for the Conting 
ance of his Life and Proſperity, and of his Family, ani 
Government over them; That they ſhould pray for il 
Life of the King, and of his Sons. 


A good Prince juſtly expects this indeed, and he value: 
as the greateſt Bleſſing. He is ſenſible how much he ſtand 
in need of God's Protection of him perpetually, and of h 
Direction and Favour under all the Streights and Dithculiie 
of his Government. And though he knows that the Miniſtet 
of God, that attend the Offices of Religion, are much b } 
low himſelf in point of State and Dignity, that they are M 
Subjects, and liable to his Cenſure and Direction, in Matt, 
both Civil and Eccleſiaſtical too, that are not of the Efſengh, 
of Religion; yet he conſiders at the ſame Time, that the; 
Office in Things Spiritual and Divine is deriv'd from Galffs, 
Himſelf equally with his own, tho” in a different Channdhy 
and that his own Requeſts and Petitions are the better ca 
ſecrated into God's Acceptance, thro' their Hands and Mi 
-niſtry. So that he mightily depends on their Adminiſtratiqhn 
of Holy Things for God's Bleſſing on him, both in M 
Perſon and Government: And for theſe Reaſons thinſith 
himſelf concern'd to honour the Prieſts of the moſt high Gp 
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Jad to do all he can to further, aſſiſt, and encourage them 
che Execution of their ſacred Offi ce. And in this he 


iges of thoſe, whom God has caus'd to draw near to him- 
r in the ſacred Miniſtries of his Worſhip. * 


om God's Church and People? Has he not the higheſt Rea- 
n to expect their Prayers and Devotions in his Behalf, and 
5od's ſure Bleſſing in Conſequence of them? And can thoſe 
pecially, that wait at the Altar, offer up leſs than their moſt 


nd then what a firm Security of Bleſſing is it, to have the 


er in perpetual Prayers and devout Adminiſtrations for a 
pod King, and for his ſpiritual and temporal doom 1 

If any be ſo, ſurely this is one great Happineſs and Pri- 
lege in velng a Prince and Captain of God's People, that 
culugge Grace of God and his Bleſſing are always ready to de- 
iniſteſhend in full Meaſure and Proportion on him, if he will 
ch bly 1 his own Heart and Breaſt to receive them, drawn 
are Mun by the united Prayers and Petitions of the Saints of 
Hatteſpd; ſo many pious, devout, humble, and holy Souls, to. 


Zſſenqoſe ardent Deſires and Requeſts God himſelf. has the 


at thWireſt Regard, and will not fail their Expectations. 


m Gh that if a King or Governor, under all theſe powerful 
nannWrantages of Piety, prove not one of the beſt of: Men, 
er col beſt of Chriſtians, tis the higheſt Diſcomfort and Diſ- 
nd Miagement to his + wa and will at laſt turn to his 
{iratiFn greateſt Unhappineſs. Twas not therefore, we ſee, 


in ſhout Reaſon that this good King Darius, tho a Prince 
{ thinlfithe Gentiles, does ſo importunately ſolicite an Intereſt 


gh , Prayers from God's true Church and People. He ex- 


preſſes 5 


A 6 


roves indeed a Nurſing Father to the Church of God, while 
Wy his Civil Power and Authority he guards the Intereſts of 
cligion, and protects and favours the Perſons and Advan- 


And what may not a Prince that does this, depend upon 


neſt, moſt prevailing Supplications and Interceſſions for 
Winſelf and Family? This ſurely they will never fail to do. 


lands of the Church of God lifted up to Heaven toge- 


13 


16 be Religious King, aum 
preſſes a great Dependence upon the God of I/7ael, ' havin 
= doubt, heard 4 his CR Providences upon th 
Kings of Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar, and Belſhazzar; and 
therefore was willing and earneſt to ſecure to himſelf the 
Favour of ſo great and powerful a Deity ; though he mig 
at the ſame Time retain the Belief and Worſhip of the God; 
of his own Country; as we know the Samaritan Colony did 
Kings 17: Of whom we are told, that they fear d the Lord, and ſerve 
33. their own Gods, And this religious Deſire of this grex 
＋ King of Per/ia, we ſee here expreſs'd with a mighty Ze 
and Strain of Piety, as being the very End and Reaſon o 
his favourable Diſpoſition towards the 7ewiſh Nation, and 
of his careful Preparations for their religious Worſhip: 
That they might offer Sacrifices of ſweet Savour to the Gui 
of Heaven, and pray for the Life of the King, and of hi 
Sons. And ſurely they had Reaſon to do ſo, and no quelti 
; x 4 they gave him ſufficient Aſſurances that they woule 
do ſo. | et 
And certainly there lies a much greater Obligation upo 
the Church of God, under a Chriſtian Prince, One tha 
Profeſſes the ſame Religion with our ſelves, that Protects it 
that Adorns it; to uſe our utmoſt Endeavours towards Hea 
ven, to procure and ſecure his Happineſs, and that of hi 
Royal Iſſue. No Prayers, no Interceſſions, no giving ol 
Thanks, no religious Office can be too much, too many 
or too frequent for ſuch a Prince as this. 

If a King were leſs righteous himſelf, or not ſo very a 
eeable to the "Temper, Intereſt, and Inclinations of his 
eople, yet the numerous Advantages Men would enjoy un 
der any lawful Governor, might very juſtly engage theinWh, 
Prayers for him, conſidering how their own Welfare and 
Proſperity are involv'd with his, and muſt ſtand or ſuffer to 
gether. But under a Pious and Religious King, how muc 
higher do theſe Obligations riſe upon us, and that both ur 
point of Duty and Intereſt, 
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In the l the Hüty of the Miniſters of Religion, 
ing nd of the Chureh of God, 10 offer up theit Petitions to 
Heaven in behalf of a good King, aud for a Bleſſing on 
dim and his Poſterity. E is, indeed: a Matter, fot of Indiffe- 
rence, | but of prime and eſpecial* Conſequence; that. we 
ſhould pr Kings in general. I e#hort,' fays St. Pant, 
— fir, fa all; Su 8 Prayers, thd ging of F. Baue 

for Kings, and all that are in Authority. Not are 
— our own änes or Uneafneſs, that will, exempt us 
— this Duty; under ſome luconveniences of Gobern- 
nent, which we may either feel or fancy. Our Prayers are 


then the more eſpecially neceſſary, \ 


y: Guor Pray 
that thoſe our Sufferings 
andi night be remov'd for the preferity or prevented for the fu. 

pure: But our Prayers are nor to be ſtruck off, or inter- 
upted, for tat We chin we have Reuſon to complain at 
/ Time, any moré than were thoſe of the primitive Chri- 
ſans, - under their Sufferings,- from the” feetilar Powers, 
This was ſtill their open Profeſſion; this their Practice, al- 
2 to AT. » Upon' ! Occaſions; for the Health and Pro- 
Emperof and to feel the Peace of tlie Go. 
tha — ep anger oh which they lived; for therein they thei 
klves had their Peace. 
= And if thefe Arguments ought” to proveil' in pdint of Du. 
| 8 any lawful Sovereign, ſutel they hold much ſtrotnger 
good and religious one, bott on dhe Ao of Duty 
nd ation togethe ff... 
But then, Secondly, Tis not only the Diity; but che Ib. 
! Jereſt of God's Church and People, to offer up their Prayers 
hig ad Devotions to Almighty God, for the long Continuance 
une a good religious Prince, and his Poſterity over them. 
heiſſſ for when ſuch a Prince and his Family fall, t e very Pillars 
and o Religion ſeem to tremble, and the whole Frame of it 
to rady to crack and to diſſolve. A good King is the very 
men Life and Spirit of Piety to his Ae The anbinted of the lum. G 10 
h in Lord is the very Breath of our Noſtriir, and when that ex- 
1 D pires, 


1 Tim. 


eee. 9 Wa „N : 
pires, the whole Body of the People muſt fail and languifh 
together. When good King Fo/iah fell, che Hopes and Ex- 
xectations, of the | v6 of the Lord. fell with him ; their 

es ſhook, and their Spirit was broken, Under this Shadg 


they ſaid they ſhould Hers refs Jus he was taken from them tor 


their Sins by an untimely Death. And they all ſhew'd their 
higheſt Value for that good Prince, and how much they 


: 4 
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thought their Intereſt was concern'd in his Life and Safety, 
by their never ceaſing, to lament and bewail his Departure; 
Al. Iſrael mourn'd: for him, and Feremiah.the Prophet la. 
mented for him, and all the ſinging Men and Hahns Women 
ſpake of Joſiah in their Lamentations to this day; as we 
read the Account, 2 Chron, 35. 278. | 
And for the like Reaſon are we to deſire the Continuance 
and Reign of the Poſterity of pious Princes. For who more 
likely to prove religious themſelves, than the Children of a 
religious King? Sometimes indeed it has not been ſo; but, 
that it would be ſo, was always moſt probable to human 
Hopes, and Ground and Reaſon enough for, Men to wiſh 
and pray for their Sucęeſſion. The Influence of a powerful 
and pious Father, God himſelf has repreſented in the Cha- 
racter and Perſon of Abraham, as the moſt effectual Means 
to promote and continue the Care and Practice of Religion in 
his Family: know bim, ſays. God, that he will command bis 
Children aud his \Houſheld: after him, and they ſball keep the 
way of the 5 to do Juſtice and Judgment. And if at any 
Time it happens otherwiſe, tis what human Wiſdom cant 
foreſee; tis contrary to the general Ground of Probability; 
and can be no Reaſon of withholding our religious Prayers, 
and Addreſſes to Heayen, on this Behalf. 
What remains then, but that we befeech Almighty God 
to incline our Hearts to come often before him with de- 
vout Prayers and Supplications for the King, and all that 
are, or ſhall be, in Authority under him; that we may 
lead 4 quiet and Peaceable Life, in all Godlineſs and 15 
op 0 ' neſty. 
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10% That the Prieſts and People of God may dayly offer 
1% the Sacrifices of ſweet Savours to the God of Heaven, 
the Sacrifices of Prayer and Thankſgiving, and pray for the 
Life of the King and of his Sons; that it may be well with us, 
and with our Children forever; and that the Enemy and Ad- 
verſary to our Holy Religion, whether Popery or Fanatici/m, 
may never 25 againſt us, nor enter into our Sanctuary. 

Which God of his infinite Mercy grant, for the Honour of 
his own great Name, and to the Furtherance of our Salva- 

tion, in 52 Chriſt; to whom with the Father, and the 


Holy Spirit be all Power, Honour, and Glory, now and 
for evermore. Amen. 
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